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[Secy-goi] Expenditure on gifts on account of festivals- reg.

lii;-gBFg - rs( AN
Mr Amit Kataria Mr Amit Kataria < amit.kataria@nic.in >
Fri, 19 Sep 2025 7:30:16 PM +0530

\ h.Dr#b

&
To "secy-goi’'<secy-goi@lsmgr.nic.in>

Cc "cabinetsy"<cabinetsy@nic.in>,"fc"<fc@rb.railnet.gov.in>,”member+
dot"<memberf-dot@ nic.in>,’'fads1 -mod"<fads 1 -
mod@gov. in> ,"jsfados"<jsfados@isro.gov.in>,"jsfa“<jsfa@dae.gov. in>,'’asfa"<asf
a@mea . gov. in>,’'asfasteel"<asfasteel@nic. in>,"asfah'’<asfa h@nic. in>,"asfamost"
<asfamost@nic. in>,’'fa-dst"<fa-
dst@gov. in>,'’fadbt’'<fa.dbt@nic. in >,''famoes"<fa.moes@ nic.in>,"asfa-agri’'<asfa-
agri@gov. in>,"asfapng"<asfa . png@gov. in> ,"asfainb”<asfainb@gov.in>,"asfa-
mef '<asfa-mef@n ic.in>,"asfa-mhfw"<asfa-mhfw@nic. in>,"asfa-mocf’<asfa-
mocf@nic.in>,"asfa'’<asfa@indiapost.gov. in>,''asfafpd'’<asfa.fpd@nic.in>,"fawr-
mowr"<faw r-

mowr@nic. in>,'’fa’'<fa@csir.res.in>,"jsfamoc"<jsfa . moe@ nic.in>,"faofficedeity'’<fa
office. deity@meity.gov.in>,"asfa-culture"<asfa-
culture@gov. in>,’'asfa_com"<asfa_com@nic. in>,"jsfa_ud’'<jsfa_ud@nic. in>,"pras
ady"<prasady@nic. in>,"jsfa-mord"<jsfa-mord@nic.in>,"asfa-textiles"<asfa-
textiles@gov. in>,"Manoj Sahay''<manoj.sahay@nic.in>,"jsfa-mole"<jsfa-
mole@nic. in>,”asfaicar"<asfa.icar@ nic.in>,"ranjanachopra"<ranjana.chopra@nic
. in>,"asfa-wcd"<asfa-wcd@gov. in>,"jsfa-moe'’<jsfa-
moe@gov. in>,"artibhatnagar"<arti.bhatnagar@nic.in>,"faoffice-moca"<faoffice-
moca@gov. in>.’'asfa-myas''<asfa-
myas@gov. in >,"asfayasoffice"<asfa.yasoffice@gmail .com> ,'’jsfa-mosje"<jsfa-
mosje@gov. in>,"asitgopal"<asit.gopal@nic.in>,’'puneet’'<puneet@ias.nic.in>,''asf
a-ship"<asfa-
ship@nic.in>,"prasadmahabir"<prasad.mahabir@nic.in>,"thakurd’'<thaku rd@cag
.gov. in>,''secy-dpe’'<secy-d pe@nic. in>,''secy..fs''<secy-fs@nic. in>,'’Pradeep
Kumar Singh"<singh.pk@nic.in>,"Sunil Kumar"<sunilkumar0970@nic.in>,"LAL
HMINGLIANA HRANGCHAL"<lh.harangchal@nic.in>,"Amit
Sharma'’<sharma.amit91 @gov. in>,’'Parul
Sharma"<sharma.parul@gov.in>,"An u rag
Singh"<anurag.singh93@gov. in>,''Sukriti Sharma’'<sharma.sukriti@gov. in>

AL J WI

Respected Sir/Madam,

Please find attached D/o Expenditure's O.M. dated 19.09.2025 on the above subject
for further necessary action.

Regards
SO (E.Coord)
D/o Expenditure

& P / mc
I of 2 9/22/2025, 9:53 AM
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No. 7(1)/E.Coord/2025

Government of India(aITlaTF6r{)

Ministry of Finance (RlaHqNV)

Department of Expenditure @fBUTW)

North Block, New Delhi
Dated the 19th September, 2025

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject:- Expenditure on gifts on account of festivals- reg.

The Ministry of Finance, Department of Expenditure has been
issuing instructions from time to time aimed at promoting fiscal
discipline and curbing non-essential expenditure. In continuation of
these efforts and in the interest of prud6nt and judicious use of public
resources, it has been decided that no expenditure shall be
incurred on gifts and related items for Diwali and other
festivals by Ministries/Departments and other organs of the
Government of India.

2. This issues with the approval of Secretary (Expenditure) and will
come into force with immediate effect,

(P.K. Singh)
Joint Secretary to the Govt. of India

All Secretaries to the Government of India

Copy to:-

1. Cabinet Secretary - for information
2. All the Financial Advisors of Ministries/ Departments
3. Secretary, Department of Public Enterprises - with a request to

reiterate the same to all CPSEs.

4. Secretary, Department of Financial Services - with a request to
reiterate the same to all Public Sector Banks and Financial
Institutions
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, Letter on General Election to the State Legislative Assembly of Bihar, 2025 and bye.
election to Assembly constituencies of various States/UT
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Please find attached herewith a copy of the LetEe:' of ECI-Model Code of Conduct.
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gahtori.yogesh@gov.in < gahtori.yogesh@gov.in >
Thu. 09 Oct 2025 1 :35:47 PM +0530

To ’'secy-dg"<secy-dg@icmr.gov.in>

Cc '’cabsec'’<cabsec@gov.in>

Dear Sir,

w& R,/H . S
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t MOST IMMEDiATE

No. 1/41/1/2025-Cab

GOVERNMENT OF INDiA (BHARAT SARKAR)
CABINET SECRETARIAT (MANTRIMANDAL SACHIVALAYA)

New Delhi, the qi October, 2025

OFFICE MEMORANDUM

Subject: 1. Immediate action to be taken for enforcement of Model Code of Conduct after
announcement of General Election to the State Legislative Assembly of Bihar
2025

2. Application of Model Code of Conduct – General Election to the State
Legislative Assembly of Bihar, 2025 and bye-elections to Assembly
Constituencies of various States/UT.

The undersigned is directed to enclose a copy each of the following letters from Election
Commission of india, for information and necessary action:

(i) Letter No. 437/6/1/1NST/ECI/FUNCT/MC;C/2025/242z+ dated 06.10.2025 on subject (1)
above

(ii) Letter No. 437/6/1/1NST/ECI/FUNCT/MCC/2025/2425 dated 06.10.2025 on subject (2)
above .

@:n=J
JoInt Secretary

Tele No. 2301 1791

Email: verghese.sgp@nic.in
To

All Secretaries to the Government of India
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ELECTION COMMISSION OF INDIA
NIRVACHAN SADAN, ASHOKA ROAD, NEW DELHI-110001

/ {# 9 - Dated: 6" October, 2025

r/J

To

The Cabinet Secretary,
Government of India,

Rashtrap ati Bhawan,
New Delhi.

The Chief Secretary to the
Government of Bihar, Patna.

The Chief Electoral Officer of
Bihar, Patna.

Subject: Immediate action to be taken for enforcement of Model Cod_QJ)f Cnnduct after
announcement of General Election to the State Legislatmsembly of Bihar 2025-
regarding.

Sir/Madam,

I am directed to state that the provisions of 'Model Code ofConduct' have come into effect with the

announcement of schedule for General Election to the Legislative Assembly of Bihar, 2025 by the

Cornmission vide its Press Note No. ECI/PN/316/2025, dated 6th October, 2025. In view of the election, the

'Con\mission has issued following directions for effective enforcernent of provisions of MCC:-

Defacement of Property- HCI instructions contained in letter No. 3/7/2023-SDR, dated j2th October,

2023 (copy enclosed), provide for prevention ofdefacement of property. The Commission has directed

to ensure strict compliance of its instruction and to take time bound action as prescribed below-

(a) Defacement of Government property- For this purpose a Government premise would include any

Government office and the campus wherein the office building compound and establishment are

situated. An wall- writing, posters/papers or defacement in any other form, including

cutout/hoardings, banners, flags etc., on Government property shall be removed within 24 hotirs

from the announcement of elections by the Election Commission.

(b) Defacement of public property and misuse of public sp4ce- All unauthorized political

advertisement, in the form of wall Griting/posters/papers or defacerIient in any other form,

cutout/hoardings, banners flags etc. at public property and in public space like railway station,

Bus stands, Airports, railway Bridges, Roadways, Government buses, Electric/Telephone poles,



55
municipal/local bodies’ buildings etc., shall be removed within 48 !+purs frorn thd

announcement of elections,

(c) Defacement of private property- Subject to any local law and Court's direction, all

unauthorized political advertisement displayed at private property shall be removed within 7?

hours from the announcement of elections by the Election Commission.

Misuse of official vehide. The ECI's Consolidated instructions- contained in letter No,

464/L&O/2023/EPS(Use of Veh.), dated 26th june, 2023 (copy enclosed), among other things,

provide that there shall be a total ban on use of ofFicial vehicle by any political party, candidate or any

other person connected with election (except officials performing any election related official duty)

for campaigning, electioneering or election related travel during elections (subject to certain

exception rnentioned therein). The expression 'official vehicle’ means and shall include, any vehicle

used or capable of being used for the purpose of transport, whether propelled by mechanical.power

or otherwise and will include trucks, lorries, tempos, jeeps, cars, auto rickshaws, e-rickshaws, buses,

belonging to Central Governrllent, State Government/UT Administrations, pubLic undertakings of

Central/State Government, Joint sector undertakings of Central/State Government, local bodies,

municipal corporations, marketing boards, cooperative societies or any other body in which public

funds, however small a portion of the total, are invested. The CEOs/DEOs shall take necessary action

for compliance of ECt instructions within 24 hours of the announcement of the elections,

Advertisement at the cost of public exchequer- ECI instructions contained in letter No.

437/6/INST/ECI/FUNCT/MCC/2024(ADVERTISEMENTS), dated 2"d january, 2024 provides that

advertisement at the cost of public exchequer in the newspapers and other media and the misuse of

official mass media during the election period for partisan coverage of political news and publicity

regarding achievements with a view to furlhering the prospects of the party in power shall be

scrupulously avoided. No advertisements shall be issued in electronic and print media highlighting

the achievements of the Govt. at the cost of public exchequer. If any advertisement has already been

released for telecast/broadcast or publication in the print media, it must be ensured that the

telecast/broadcast of such ads on electronic media is stopped forthwith and that no such ad is

published in any newspapers, magazines, etc., i,e, in print media, from the date of announcement and

it should be immediately withdrawn. The CEOs/DEC)s have to take immediate agHQl} to

remove/stop any advertisement, in the print/electronic media, showing the achievements of the

Government soon after the announcement of elections.

Photograph of political functionary at official website- EC: instruction contained in letter No.

437/6/INST/ECI/FUNCT/MCC/2024(MCC ENFORCEMENT), dated 2.'d January, 2024, provides that

a]1 references of Ministers, Politicians or political parties available on centra}/state Government’s

official website shall be removed. The CEOs have to take immediate action to remove/hide the

photographs of any political functionary from official websites of state department.

2.

3

4



Co
). Development/construction related activities. within 72, hours of announcement of electionsJ

the CEO/DEO shan obtain the following list ofworks for reference in case of validating any complaint
on violation of MCC:

(i) List of work which has already been started on ground.
(ii) List of fresh work which has not started on ground.

Activities for Expenditure Monitoring and enforcement of MCC. Flying squad, FST, video team,
intensive checking for liquor/Cash/Contraband drugs, flying squads of excise department to check

illicit trafficking of Drug/Narcotics to be immediately activated after announcernent.
Complaint Monitoring System- The poll going states shall have a complaint redressal mechanism

based on website and call center. The toll free number of call center is 1950. Complaints can be

registered by making calls to the toll free call center numbers or on the website. Complainants will
also be informed of the action taken by SMS and by the call center. Complainants can also see the

details of the action taken on their complaints. This system should be operational within 24 hours
of the announcement. All complaints should be dealt promptly and properly. The 24x7 control Room

at the district level must be activated and sufficient deployment of manpower and other logistics be

ensured in particular, round the clock personnel should be deployed in the control room and their
duty roster .must be issued to avoid any evasion or confusion.

IT Application- All IT applications including official website and social medi4 shall be 9perational
with the announcement
Dissemination of information for Awareness of Voters and political parties. Publicity of major
election activity would be given through CEO/DEO/RO. For this purpose, all necessary information
shall be disseminated through radio, TV,’ cinema, Government channel to display voter education
material

Active cooperation from Educational Institutions and Civil Societies' Cooperation can be sought

from educational institutions and civil societies for giving wide publicity to the election related
information to the general public and other stakeholders.

Media Centre-EFforts should be made for awareness among the voters, political parties and other
stakeholder through media center about election system including use of EVNI/WPAT.
MCMC/DEMC- ECI instruction contained in letter no. 491/MCMC/5/2023/Communication, dated
24tt'August, 2023, provides that all registered political parties will approach the Media Certification
and Monitoring Committees (MCMC) at District and State level, as the case may be, for pre-
certifIcation of their political advertisernents proposed to be issued on electronic media. The

Commission has directed to ensure strict compliance of its instructions contained in above said letter.
Control Room- The 24x7 control room at district level must be activated immediately and sufficient

deployInent of manpower and other logistics be ensured by the DEO/CEO.
Hindi version will follow,

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

13.

1 4

Yours faithfully,

hIFi(IMC(BIDYARANI
DIRECTOR
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Office of Secretary DHR < $ecyxihr@gov.in >
Sat, 11 Oct 2025 8:1't:07 PM +0530

gaTo "Richa Khoda''<richa.khoda@gov.in>,"Manisha $axena"<$rddga.hq@icmr.gov.in>

??:Y;,i?.(F&}}}:y
Date "-,,.--tSI.. I-Q4%r
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Dear Sir, i,J. M-"'klidly see the attachment for aforesaid subject.

Thanks & Regards / tROt Wq©Tq

KtIadi & MUage Industries 6ommission / aMoN YIQaIGM
K Block , Chaudhary Building AT aig aWa RMT
Connaught Circus, New Delhi - 110001 Mffe q8S, q{Red- 110001

Telephone / WV : 011- 2341-8129

"First they ignore you, then they laugh at you, then they fight you, then you win."
Mahatma Gandhi
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