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The pandemic taught us things that were 
inconceivable to the human condition. We have 
faced calamities yet witnessed new beginnings in 

multiple areas. Since the outbreak of the coronavirus, 
we have seen people and communities coming 
together for the same purpose; to protect and find ways 
for survival. The lesson that we take back is not of how 
the pandemic stalled our daily lives but of how people 
overcame. Even in such adverse circumstances, the 
medical staff, and medical research community world 
over did not stop working in spite of grave risk to their 
lives. Health system resilience could be seen through its 
ability to prepare for, manage and learn from sudden 
and extreme situations like COVID-19 pandemic.

This month has been a landmark for Indian Council of 
Medical Research (ICMR) as we have seen that despite 
constraints put forth by COVID-19 pandemic, we can still 
plan and respond effectively. We have seen enormous 
change on ground and in terms of policy for establishing 
infrastructure and embracing new technology. The  
government is delivering and engaging in proactive 
measures to formulate a healthy response against the 
pandemic.

Our Honorable Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi 
inaugurated the new state-of-the-art building of 
ICMR-RMRC, Gorakhpur which is an example of how 
ICMR and government envision strengthening medical 
research infrastructure at regional level. The building 
was completed in a record time period of 3 years in 
spite of the challenges of the pandemic situation. 
With this new building, more research on encephalitis 
and other regional health issues will be conducted 
resulting in better understanding and better control 
in the near future. Research is constantly evolving for 
which adequate world class facilities and laboratories 
are required. 

We also saw a rise in the adoption of digital 
technologies that paved the way for more growth 
in the 21st century. ICMR made sure that COVID-19 
vaccines are accessible to all citizens of the country in 
spite of where they are located. The i-DRONE project 
was launched to eliminate such disparities and bridge 
the gap in the north eastern part of the country. Earlier 
what began as an only COVID-19 vaccine delivery 
initiative has expanded to include other medical 
supplies. 

ICMR’s Drone Response 
and Outreach in North 
East (i-DRONE) project 
expands its wings in 
Nagaland

ICMR-Regional Medical 
Research Centre, 
Gorakhpur’s new State-
of-the-art building 
inaugurated 
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Building World Class Infrastructure & Embracing 
Technology will bolster Response to Future Pandemic
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ICMR-Regional Medical Research Centre, 
Gorakhpur’s new State-of-the-art building 

inaugurated by Prime Minister 

Indian Council of Medical Research – Regional Medical 
Research Centre at Gorakhpur’s (ICMR-RMRCGKP) new 
building was inaugurated by Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri 

Narendra Modi on 7th of December 2021 at a public event 

organised in Gorakhpur. The inauguration function, which 
also saw inauguration of new AIIMS and fertilizer plant, was 
attended by Governor and Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh 
Yogi Adityanath. Two Deputy Chief Minister, local MP and 

Achievement

n	The new building inaugurated by Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi at 
event in Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh 

n	The state of the art infrastructure of ICMR-RMRC will enhance capacity in fighting 
communicable and non-communicable diseases in the region

n	This new building was completed in record time of 3 years despite challenges of 
COVID-19 pandemic
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other public figures attended this event. ICMR’s Director 
General, Prof (Dr) Balram Bhargava, Dr. Samiran Panda, 
Additional Director General & Head, ECD division of ICMR and 
Dr. Rajni Kant, Director, ICMR – RMRC, Gorakhpur were also 
present at the event.   

This ICMR–RMRCGKP’s new Building constructed in BRD 
Medical College campus area of Gorakhpur will enhance 
health research in the areas of Viral, Bacterial, Fungal and 
Parasitic Diseases. The new Infrastructure will broaden 
institutes mandate to work on newer areas of communicable 
and non-communicable diseases.

While dedicating these projects to the nation, the Prime 
Minister congratulated the people of UP for the inauguration 
of AIIMS and the new building of Regional Medical Research 
Center of ICMR in Gorakhpur. Prime Minister Shri Narendra 
Modi said, “I have noted drastic reduction in the cases of 
Japanese Encephalitis in seven districts of Gorakhpur and 
Basti division and growth of the medical Infrastructure in the 
area. With AIIMS and ICMR Centre, the fight against JE will gain 
new strength in this area.”

The Foundation stone of the new building was laid on 2nd 
September 2018 by Yogi Adityanath, Chief Minister, Uttar 
Pradesh and then Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare 
Shri. J.P Nadda. This new building was completed in record 
time of 3 years despite challenges of COVID-19 pandemic.

Chief Minister of Uttar Pradesh Yogi Adityanath reiterated 
that with better and improved health infrastructure in the 
area, the government has tackled COVID-19 pandemic and 
has provided COVID-19 vaccination to almost 17 crores 
population in UP. He added, “With laboratories set up by the 
ICMR, sample tests for vector-borne diseases will be possible 
in Gorakhpur. Earlier samples were sent to Pune as there were 
no testing facilities in Gorakhpur.   

From being a field unit of National Institute of Virology, Pune, the 
Regional Medical Research Centre at Gorakhpur has expanded 
into full-fledged medical research facility. In its new avatar, ICMR- 
RMRC will undertake genome sequencing work which will help 
the state in identifying disease-causing microbes.
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Director General of ICMR Visited ICMR-RMRC, 
Gorakhpur and Unveiled Mahatma Gandhi 

Sculpture at the campus

n	New state-of- the- art -building will strengthen health research and will address 
various emerging health issues of the regions

n	Future endeavor includes working on communicable and non-communicable 
diseases and partnering in a consortium on ‘One Health’

n	The new building has been constructed on total land area of 3448 sq mt and at a 
cost of Rs 35. 92 crores

 

The state-of-the-art new building of Indian Council of 
Medical Research – Regional Medical Research Centre 
at Gorakhpur (ICMR-RMRCGKP) has many first to its 

credit. The new building which was inaugurated by Hon’ble 
Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi is equipped with world 
class facilities aiming to make it a centre of excellence for 
health research, which will go a long way in improving the 
health status of the region.

Prof (Dr) Balram Bhargava, Secretary, DHR and Director 
General of ICMR visited the new building of ICMR-RMRC, 

Gorakhpur. He also participated in a post inauguration 
program organised in the evening of 7th December, 2021. 
This program was graced by Shri Vivek Thakur, MP, Rajya 
Sabha, Dr. Samiran Panda, Additional Director General & Head, 
ECD, ICMR and Dr. Sanjay Mehendale, Director Research,  
P. D. Hinduja Hospital and Reserach Centre, Mumbai  & former 
Additional DG, ICMR along with other esteemed dignitaries. 
Prof (Dr) Balram Bhargava also unveiled a statue of Mahatma 
Gandhi in the campus of ICMR-RMRCGKP. 

Prof (Dr) Balram Bhargava, Secretary, DHR and Director 
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General, ICMR said, “This modern infrastructure of ICMR-
RMRCGKP will be a big boost for Health Research in the 
region. I am hopeful that this will further enhance health 
research in the areas of Viral, Bacterial, Fungal and Parasitic 
diseases.”

With this new building, the centre would have the capacity 
to take up research on genome sequencing to understand 
the disease causing microbes. Its future endeavor includes 

working on various communicable and non-
communicable diseases and a significant one being 
partnering in a multi-institutional study on ‘One 
Health’ to deal with zoonotic infections.

Dr. Rajni Kant, Director, ICMR-RMRC, Gorakhpur said, 
“Our biggest accomplishment is research in the field 
of encephalitis. It helped in identifying that scrub 
typhus was a key contributor to the condition in the 
region accordingly, public health policies and plans 
changed, and the interventions have brought down 
both mortality and morbidity significantly.” 

From what began as an extended unit of the 
National Institute of Virology, the centre has come a 
long way with new and advanced infrastructure. The 
new building has been constructed on total land 
area of 3448 sq mt and at a cost of Rs 35.92 crores 
in BRD Medical College campus The construction 
work began on 20th December, 2018 and despite 
challenges posed due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
it was completed in a record time of 3 years. The 

new building has a 50 KW Solar power plant, an advanced 
magnetic chiller plant 150 TR of 3 unit’s having 72dB noise 
level, two transformers having capacity of 1000 KVA each 
(11KV/415V), Effluent Training Plant (ETP) with capacity of 
1000 KL, a complete CCTV surveillance system, floors having 
smoke exhaust fans to allow fresh air in the building, a 
laboratory that can be converted in negative pressure upon 
requirement among others.  
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Indian Council of Medical Research launched i-Drone 
project was successfully executed in state of Nagaland 
in North East region. On 14th December, 2021 medical 

supplies through aerial route was delivered from 
Mokokchung district to PHC at Longsa village in Tuensang. 
Normally, it takes more than one hour by road to reach 
Longsa village from Mokokchung town to cover a distance 
of almost 30 km. With the launch of the drone service, it 
took eight minutes to reach Longsa PHC to cover an aerial 
distance of 11.5 km.

The Chief Minister of Nagaland, Mr. Neiphiu Rio said “ICMR 
Delhi and the state government scripted a new chapter in 
the history of public health, 3525 units of medical supplies 
were transported from Mokokchung to Tuensang - longest 
flight ever by drone carrying medicines in India.” 

The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) had 

conducted the first flight of their Drone Response and 
Outreach in North East (i-Drone) program, transporting 
doses of the COVID-19 vaccine from Bishnupur District 
Hospital to Karang Health Centre, Loktak Lake, Manipur, 
in October 2021. This flight heralds the beginning of a 
landmark technological initiative to deliver life-saving 
vaccines to Indian citizens living in geographically remote 
and inaccessible areas of the country through Unmanned 
Aerial Vehicles (UAVs), also known as drones.

ICMR has taken the initiative to implement drone resource 
and outreach in parts of India, especially in the hilly 
areas and remote villages, in order to ease the numerous 
challenges in vaccine delivery. The Ministry of Civil 
Aviation has given the green signal to the ICMR and the 
Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Kanpur to go ahead 
with the Drone Policy - leading experimental Beyond the 

Visual Line of Sight  (BVLOS) to 
transport and deliver vaccines 
in 2 states and 1 union territory, 
Manipur, Nagaland and 
Andaman & Nicobar, barring 
some conditional exceptions. 
The idea behind this launch was 
to use these drone services to 
deliver COVID-19 vaccines. This 
highly acclaimed project has 
been implemented to be able 
to actively contribute and help 
remote areas where easy access 
of medical supplies is difficult 
owing to their hilly terrain along 
with immunizing the country. 

ICMR’s Drone Response and Outreach in North East 
(i-DRONE) program expands its wings

n	Medical supplies were delivered from Mokokchung district to PHC at Longsa 
village in Nagaland in only 8 minutes

n	This project has the ability to bridge the existing gap between healthcare and 
people irrespective of where they reside

n	Launch of i-DRONE marks a landmark event in South-East Asia, breaking several 
barriers that prevent access to Universal Health Care

Achievement
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Department of Health Research, Ministry of Health and 
Family Welfare hosted an International Symposium 
in collaboration with International Decision Support 

Initiative (iDSI) on Health Technology Assessment on 10th 
December 2021. The theme was “Translating Knowledge 
and Best Practices into Policy for Evidence Informed 
Decision Making in the Healthcare Sector for Universal 
Health Coverage.” Dr. Bharati Pravin Pawar, Minister of 
State, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Prof (Dr.) Balram 
Bhargava, Secretary, Department of Health Research & DG, 
ICMR and Dr. V. K. Paul, Member, NITI Aayog, Ms. Anu Nagar, 
Joint Secretary, DHR and other international dignitaries 
participated in this symposium. More than 500 participants 
graced the event, which included students, researchers, 
professionals, scientists.

The event was graced by eminent speakers from USA, UK, 
Thailand, Columbia, Switzerland and Australia. Among the 
speakers were, Dr Javier Guzzman, Director, Global Health 

Policy & Senior Policy Fellow, Centre for Global Development; 
Dr. Tessa-Tan-Torres Edejer, Coordinator, Unit on Costs, 
Effectiveness, Expenditure & Priority Setting- WHO, Geneva; 
Prof. Stephen Jan, Co-Director, Health Systems Science, 
George Institute for Global Health; Dr. Yot Teerawattananon, 
Founding Leader, Health Intervention and Technology 
Assessment Program (HITAP); Sir Andrew Dillon, Chair, Life 
Sciences Advisory Board and Founding Chief Executive, 
NICE, UK and Dr. Somsak Chunharas, Advisor, HITAP. 

Dr. Bharati Pravin Pawar emphasized that the symposium 
has provided a platform to discuss the global best practices 
in Health Technology Assessment, development of a 
sustainable model of evidence-based decision making 
through HTA institutionalization in India in order to achieve 

universal health coverage. She also added that 
Health Technology Assessment is bridging the gap 
between the researchers and the real world.  

In the symposium, Dr V. K. Paul highlighted that 
Health Technology Assessment (HTA) is the pillar for 
policy formation. Dr. Balram Bhagrava emphasized 
the importance of institutionalizing Health 
Technology Assessment throughout the country. 

Dr. Bharati Pravin Pawar released a video on “The 
power of HTA’’ along with two publications “Policy 
Briefs” and “Development of Health-Related Quality 
of Life Value Sets (EQ-5D-5L) for India”. The Policy Brief 
book comprises all of the policy briefs from HTAIn’s HTA 
studies that have been approved by the Board. The 
goal of the EQ5D5L study was to create Indian Tariff 

Values for all of the health states used in HTA investigations. 
HTAIn, in partnership with its Resource Centers, undertook 
the first and largest study of its kind in South Asia.

International Symposium on Health Technology Assessment 
hosted by Department of Health Research, MoHFW

n	“Translating Knowledge and Best Practices into Policy for Evidence Informed 
Decision Making in the Healthcare Sector for Universal Health Coverage” 

n	A video on “The power of HTA’’ and two publications “Policy Briefs” and 
“Development of Health-Related Quality of Life Value Sets for India” released

n	More than 500 participants including International dignitaries, students, 
researchers, professionals, scientists graced the event

Achievement
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ICMR-RMRC, Gorakhpur organised 
a virtual symposium on ‘New 
Dimensions in Health Research with 

focus on Emerging & Re-emerging 
Infections and Pandemic Preparedness’ 
on 8th December, 2021 at Gorakhpur. 
Dr. Rajni Kant, Director, ICMR – RMRC, 
Gorakhpur kicked off the event with 
the inaugural address where he 
welcomed all the participants and Dr. 
Sanjay Mehendale, Director Research, 
P. D. Hinduja Hospital & former 
Additional  Director General, ICMR 
gave the keynote address. 

The symposium included 4 sessions with each one 
addressing in detail the various aspects of health. Session 
I – Lesson Learnt from COVID-19 Pandemic and Epidemic 
Preparedness,  Session II – One Health – upcoming area of 
research, Session III – Impact of Climate Change on Vector 
Borne Disease, and Session IV – JE/AES: Research Experiences 
and Future Needs. 

Dr. Samiran Panda, Additional DG, ICMR spoke about the grit 
and determination of our country in handling the pandemic. 
He went on to applaud the collective efforts of the research, 
doctors, and scientists among others. He said, “The best 
match box in the world will not light a candle unless the 
wick be first suitably prepared.” Dr. Priya Abraham, Director, 
ICMR - NIV along with Dr. Pragya Yadav, Scientist–E talked 
about the various contributions of the institute in dealing 
with pandemic. 

The session on ‘One Health’ saw a variety of speakers like 
Dr. Subeer S Majumdar, Senior Consultant, NIAB; Dr. Manju 

Rahi, Scientist–F, ICMR; Dr. Sanghamitra Pati, Director, 
ICMR – RMRC, Bhubaneswar talking about the One Health 
consortium in India, gold Nanoparticles based kit developed 
for brucellosis detection based on electrical field change. 
Dr Rahi mentioned the initiation of One Health institute in 
Nagpur approved under ‘Aatma Nirbhar Swastha Bharat 
Yojana’ (PM-ABHIM). 

The final session focused more on the importance of research 
requirements. Dr. M. M. Gore ICMR – NIV highlighted the 
journey of establishing a field unit for JE/AES research way 
back in 2008. Dr. Amita Jain Head, Dept. of Microbiology, 
KGMU, Lucknow expressed concern over the AES etiology 
and how active intervention is required. More on the 
achievements with respect to JE/AES was shared by Dr. V.P. 
Bondre, Scientist, ICMR - NIV. Plenty of recommendations 
were exchanged for JE/AES research goals and future needs. 

Dr J.P. Narain, Senior Advisor, ICMR concluded the event by 
recognizing RMRC Gorakhpur’s outstanding contribution to 
AES in eastern Uttar Pradesh.

Symposium on new dimensions in Health Research held at 
ICMR-RMRC, Gorakhpur

n	Symposium focused on emerging & re-emerging infections and pandemic 
preparedness

n	“The best match box in the world will not light a candle unless the wick be first 
suitably prepared” - Dr. Samiran Panda

n	Participating speakers and scientists recognized ICMR-RMRC, Gorakhpur’s 
outstanding contribution to AES in eastern Uttar Pradesh

Achievement
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India’s highly acclaimed news magazine ‘The Week’, has 
named Prof. (Dr.) Balram Bhargava, Director General, ICMR 
the Man of the Year 2021. 
The award recognizes the 
consistent efforts made by 
him and his entire team at 
the Indian Council of Medical 
Research in responding to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. 
ICMR under leadership of  
Prof. (Dr.) Bhargava has 
emerged as the lone 
organisation to showcase 
ground breaking results in 
the midst of a nationwide 
pandemic owing to a disease 
that was alien to all. Time 
after time, ICMR has worked 
for the people of the nation 
and left nothing at all in 
achieving that.

The magazine talks in 
detail about the profile of 
Prof. (Dr.) Bhargava and his 
contribution to the society. 
Dr. Bhargava specializes in 
cardiology and has also been 
a professor at the All India 
Institute of Medical Sciences, 
New Delhi, and is the 12th 
Director General of the apex 
medical research institution 
of the country. He is fondly referred to as “one-of-a-kind task 
master who has shaken up, corporatised and energised the 
research institute” by his colleagues. He has also authored 
a very informative book, “Going Viral-Making of COVAXIN- 
The inside story” which traces the tumultuous journey of 
developing India’s first indigenous vaccine in collaboration 
with Bharat Biotech International Ltd. Talking about the 
book, he says, “The science and research institutions of 

India need to be nurtured and promoted in a big way. For 
example, since 2018, the budget of the ICMR has doubled 

and we do not need to be 
fully dependent on foreign 
funds for research. We must 
do tertiary research that 
is relevant for India, rather 
than being part of some 
foreign study. What you see 
at present is Version 2.0.”

The magazine speaks about 
how, apart from leading the 
nation during the pandemic,  
Prof. (Dr.) Bhargava has 
always taken decisions 
that benefit the scientific 
community and the nation 
at large. Fellow scientists 
share how he actively 
participated during the 
crisis of an Epizootic 
Infection due to the canine 
distemper virus among the 
Asiatic lions in Gujarat back 
in 2018, the Nipah virus 
outbreak that occurred 
in Kerala in 2018. He also 
played an instrumental role 
in launching the Stanford - 
India Biodesign Programme 
aimed towards training 
young Indian innovators. 

According to him, “We are a nation in a hurry. We should aim 
for the ICMR to be top class in the world.”

‘The week’ is one of India’s leading news publications house 
that brings together the latest trending and important 
pieces of information. Selecting ‘Man of the Year’ every year 
is a way to felicitate the brave efforts of few individuals that 
impact the whole nation. 

Prof. (Dr.) Balram Bhargava, DG of ICMR named 

Man of the Year 2021 
by ‘The Week’ Magazine
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ICMR-National Institute for Research in Environmental 
Health (ICMR-NIREH) genesis began from tragic gas 
accident at Bhopal in December 1984 from plant of 

Union Carbide India Limited. To coordinate various research 
programmes ICMR had set up a `Coordinating Unit’ in 1985, 
which was subsequently upgraded in August, 1986 to 
`Bhopal Gas Disaster Research Centre’ to monitor various 
ongoing epidemiological, clinical, radiological, mental 
health and genetics research programmes on the gas 
exposed population.

By 1994, most of the studies were completed and ICMR 
handed over the Bhopal Gas Disaster Research Centre to 
Madhya Pradesh Government. Thereon, Gas Rehabilitation 
Department, Government of Madhya Pradesh under its 
`Centre for Rehabilitation Studies’ continued monitoring 
the long term health effects of the gas exposure on the 
affected population under long term population based 
epidemiological study besides undertaking various 
rehabilitation programmes till 2010. 

ICMR established a new permanent research centre at 
Bhopal after Union Cabinet passed a resolution. Thus, 
ICMR- NIREH came in to existence on 11th October, 2010. 
Though the immediate focus of this Institute was to cater to 
the health research needs of the gas exposed population, 
the institute is mandated to focus on the entire issues of 
environmental health in long term.

The institute has expanded its research to focus on 
cancers, genetic disorders, health status of second and 
third generation children in the exposed population and 
community. Further, it has done capacity building for 
research and health interventions, to meet challenges in 
environmental disasters in the country and promote inter-
institutional and international collaboration in the area of 
environmental health. It is also working on development of 
tools for biomedical informatics application in predicting 
disaster outcomes, selection of antidotes and other 
interventional methods. 

One of the major project of ICMR-NIREH has been the 
Long term population based epidemiological study on 
health effects of  MIC a cohort of about 25,000 gas exposed 
persons and 6,000 unexposed persons being maintained 
since 1985. The cohort is being surveyed at 6-monthly 
interval through questionnaire to generate valuable 
information on various ailments the exposed persons are 
suffering from.

Last year ICMR-National Institute for Research in 
Environment Health got a new green campus, which was 
inaugurated by then Union Minister for Health and Family 
Welfare Dr. Harsh Vardhan on 13th March 2021. The institute 
is now poised to become a Centre of Excellence in capacity 
building for research and health interventions to meet 
challenges in environmental disasters in the country.

  ICMR - National Institute for Research in  
Environmental Health

Celebrating 
111 years of 

ICMR - History of 
Institute
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ICMR – National Institute of Pathology (ICMR-NIP) was 
given a national status in 2011 because of its cutting edge 
research and specialized services. However, it was set up in 

1965 as Indian Registry of Pathology (IRP) in New Delhi with 
the major aim of promoting collection and distribution of 
teaching material in Pathology. 

Over the years, the institute succeeded in mass producing 
color transparencies at a very low cost. Teaching sets of 
transparencies on various pathological conditions were 
prepared and supplied to numerous medical colleges and 
biomedical research institute in the country. Apart from this it 
made a significant contribution in scientific fields of National 
importance viz. Indian Childhood Cirrhosis, cerebral oedema, 
encephalopathy syndrome, experimental neurolaythyrism, 
osteopathology, perinatal mortality, etc. During the year 
the mandate of the institute was redefined to include 
areas like Tumor Biology, Infectious Diseases viz. Genital 
Chlamydial Infection and Leishmaniasis, Adult Stem Cell and 
Environmental Toxicology. 

The institute has done major research in various facets 
like molecular diagnostics for chlamydiasis, leishmaniasis 
and tuberculosis, breast cancer cell lines of Indian origin, 
demonstrated decline in clinical efficacy of oral drug miltefosine 
for treatment of post kala-azar dermal leishmaniasis (PKDL) 
and developed diagnostic tests for kala-azar and PKDL. It also 
demonstrated combination therapy as a better choice for 

treatment of PKDL and human environmental biomonitoring 
of polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs).

Some major projects of institute has been to develop an 
intracellular stage attenuated Leishmania donovani parasite 
deleted for a growth regulating gene ‘centrin1’ (LdCen1-/-) 
in collaboration with USFDA under Indo US Vaccine Action 
Program. As vaccine candidate, LdCen1-/- has been found 
to be safe, immunogenic and protective in various animal 
models (mice, dogs and hamsters). Other major project has 
been a strategy (PCT WO2016067306A, 2015) of growth 
arrest in Swiss 3T3 cell line using a characterized banking and 
processing protocol was exploited to produce a prototype 
of cultured epidermis.  The technique was tested for large-
scale production of cultured epidermis for application as an 
autologous burn-wound cover in massive 2nd/3rd degree 
burns. It takes 3-4 weeks to supply to the tune of 90% of Total 
Body Surface. This product requires phased clinical testing in 
India before market authorization.

ICMR-NIP is working to establish itself as a premier research 
institute for carrying out research in molecular pathology, 
genetics, immunodiagnostics, vaccine development, 
environmental bio-monitoring and applied fields for better 
health care. Through its ground breaking research the 
institute envision emerging as a center of excellence for 
research, training and reference for medical and biomedical 
sciences catering to health problems of national importance.

Celebrating 
111 years of 

ICMR - History of 
Institute 

  

ICMR - National Institute of Pathology
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ICMR-VCRC developed and transferred technology for  
Bti-mosquito larvicide 

A groundbreaking health research MoU signed between ICMR 
and DFG of Germany

Indian Council of Medical Research - Vector 
Control Research Centre (ICMR-VCRC), 

Puducherry has successfully developed Made-
In- India technology for Bti-Mosquito-Larvicide 
to Hindustan Insecticide Ltd. The licensing 
ceremony between ICMR-VCRC, Puducherry 
and Hindustan Insecticide Ltd was held at 
ICMR-HQ  in New Delhi on 21st December 
2021. 

The larvicide created using the unique 
Make in India technology is cost effective 
due to its completely environment friendly 
characteristic. It is made using locally available 
and sourced agricultural raw material. For the 
manufacturing of biolarvicide, a pilot scale 
technology with a capacity of 100 litres was created. The 
bacterium Bacillus thuringiensis var israelensis (Strain ICMR-
VCRC B-17) was used to create an aqueous formation (AS 
5%), for which a patent (No.192055) was granted. 

ICMR-Vector Control Research Centre in Puducherry is a 

research institute committed towards understanding and 
devising ways to control the spread of vector borne diseases 
in the country. The centre has also been designated as a 
Cooperating Centre for Research and Training in Lymphatic 
Filariasis and Integrated Vector Management by the World 
Health Organization (WHO). 

A historic moment for 
Indo-German research 

collaboration was witnessed 
on 15th December 2021 with 
the signing of a Memorandum 
of Understanding (MoU) 
between Indian Council of 
Medical Research (ICMR), 
and the German Research 
Foundation (Deutsche 
Forschungs- gemeinschaft, DFG). The MoU was signed by 
Prof (Dr) Balram Bhargava, Secretary, DHR & DG, ICMR and 
Dr Katja Becker, President, DFG on behalf of their respective 
organisations. 

The MoU which has its validity for 5 years will focus on 
ensuring cooperation in the field of medical sciences/health 
research along with working on collaborative research in the 
areas of toxicology, neglected tropical diseases, rare diseases 
or any other area of mutual interest. It also includes joint 
funding of scientific research projects within fields of medical 
sciences. ICMR and DFG are now in the position to co-fund 

excellent Indo-German medical research projects together. 
After signing of MoU both organistions will now discuss the 
details of their first joint funding activity, tentatively planned 
for the year 2022.

DFG is the central self-governing research funding 
organisation in Germany. It serves all branches of science and 
the humanities and especially promotes interdisciplinary 
cooperation among researchers. The DFG promotes 
excellence by selecting the best research projects on a 
competitive basis and facilitating national and international 
collaboration among researchers.
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ICMR hosted the third meeting of the Regional Research 
Platform of SEAR countries

ICMR participated in India International Science Festival 2021 
held in Goa

The Indian Council of Medical 
Research (ICMR) hosted the 

third virtual meeting of the 
Regional Research Platform for the 
South East Asian Region (SEAR) 
countries at their headquarters 
in New Delhi. The purpose of the 
meeting was to virtually come 
together to discuss the way 
forward for the coming year with 
respect to research collaborations, 
identifying immediate research 
priorities and also understanding 
each country’s existing capacities 
in dealing with future epidemics.  

Out of the 10 countries, 9 of them 
participated in the meeting. Those 
included Bangladesh, Bhutan, 
India, Indonesia, Maldives, Nepal, 
Sri Lanka, Thailand and Timor 
Leste. The meeting was attended 

by a total of 65 national and 
international officials representing 
the SEAR member states and 
SEAR-WHO. A few of the SEAR 
countries are linked to a common 
regional office of the World Health 
Organisation. The member states 
settled on 4 common research 
topics on a priority basis; Dengue, 
Malaria, Tuberculosis and COVID-19 
for future collaborative research 
and development of multi-country 
research protocols. 

The Indian government has always 
placed research cooperation with 
these nations as a prime area of 
work. However, it has become 
imperative to divert attention on 
these infectious diseases apart from 
COVID-19 while there is still time. 

The 7th edition of India International Science 
Festival (IISF) was organised from 10th-

13th December 2021 in Panaji, Goa. It is one 
of the initiatives of the Ministry of Science and 
Technology and the Ministry of Earth Science, 
CSIR, DPT and Vijnana Bharati (VIBHA)- the 
Swadeshi Science Movement since its inception 
in 2015. 

ICMR along with other research organisations 
like ISRO, CSIR, DRDO, DBT, MOES displayed 
their research activities and achievements 
across the year at the mega science technology 
and industry expo.  During India’s ongoing 
75th year of independence, this Science Expo 
exhibited the country’s dazzling achievements, 
breakthroughs, and success stories in the 
various fields of science, technology, industry 
and management.

The theme of the event this year was 
“Celebrating Creativity in Science, Technology 
and Innovation for Prosperous India.”  The 
event is the epitome of celebrating science in 

a nutshell. Shri. Jayant Sahasrabuddhe, 
organising secretary, Vijnana Bharati 
said, “Cultivation of scientific temper is 
necessary for a healthy society and Vijnana 
Bharati, through its various activities has 
been propagating this concept.”  He also 
talked about how IISF was conceptualized 
as a celebration of science to promote skill 
development, innovation, self-reliance, 
confidence and pride of our country, its 
heritage and achievements.
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ICMR-National Aids Research Institute (ICMR-NARI) hosted various 
events to mark World AIDS Day

The ICMR-National Aids Research Institute (ICMR-NARI) 
hosted hybrid events over the course of 3 days to mark 

World AIDS Day.  This day is observed on 1st December every 
year to raise awareness 
regarding the growing 
development and spread 
of AIDS/HIV within the 
country. 

The event began with 
a panel discussion on 
question and answer 
received from the citizens 
of the country. The 
tagline for this AIDS Day 
was “End Inequalities, 
End AIDS” Other events 
included a museum visit at the institute where the visitors 
were given in depth information regarding HIV/AIDS, 
pamphlets were also distributed among the ICTC clients 
which emphasized on how prevention is better than cure. 

Dr Ashwini Shete, Scientist-D, ICMR-NARI, held a webinar on 
the topic of ‘Progress towards HIV cure’ which was held with 
a live and virtual audience. It was followed by an interactive 

virtual panel discussion 
on ‘Ask your questions 
about HIV’ with 
experts and scientists. 
A Seminar by MSc 
Virology students 
was also planned. A 
slogan campaign was 
also organized where 
doctors and various 
members of the 
institute participated. 

ICMR-NARI is devoted 
exclusively to HIV/AIDS research since its formation 1992. 
The Institute has ably supported the National AIDS Control 
Programme, especially in the areas of surveillance, capacity 
building, laboratory services and drug resistance studies. 

ICMR-NIRRH renamed as ICMR - National Institute for Research in 
Reproductive and Child Health (ICMR-NIRRCH)

Indian Council of Medical Research-National Institute for 
Research in Reproductive Health, Mumbai (ICMR-NIRRH) 

was renamed to ICMR-National Institute for Research in 
Reproductive and Child Health (ICMR-NIRRCH). This step 
was taken to expand the thematic areas and include Child 
Health within the focus of research of the institute. Child 
and Reproductive Health go hand in hand, and looking both 
of them together in a cohesive manner will act as a more 
systematic approach. The expression, “Good Reproductive 
Health for All” is what they believe in. 

ICMR-NIRRH, a premier research institute, is always at 
the forefront when it comes to addressing the various 
challenges and achievements within reproductive health 
right from the very beginning. Earlier known as the Institute 
of Reproductive Research, it got its name by combining 
two ICMR units, the Reproductive Physiology Unit and 
the Contraceptive Testing Unit. The institute is known for 
doing some groundbreaking work, their newly established 

‘National Centre for Preclinical Reproductive and Genetic 
Toxicology’ is one example for that. The institute is also 
affiliated with the University of Mumbai, for M.Sc. and Ph.D. 
programmes in fields of Biochemistry, Applied Biology, and 
Life Sciences. 
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Image of the Month

{Prof (Dr) Balram Bhargava, Secretary, Department of Health Research & DG, ICMR along with 
other key staff members of ICMR & ICMR-RMRC, Gorakhpur at the inauguration ceremony held 

at Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh}

{ Prof (Dr) Balram Bhargava, Secretary, Department of Health Research & DG, ICMR graced 
the post inauguration events organized as part of the inaugural ceremony of the new building 

of the ICMR-RMRC, Gorakhpur by Honorable Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi}
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ICMR is available on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. For latest 
update about COVID-19 and other medical research breakthroughs, 

you can follow ICMR’s Official handles

Social Media
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