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Strengthening of Medical Research Infrastructure- A step towards

‘AtmaNirbhar Bharat’

T

he year 2022 marks a significant year for all the
health professionals and the citizens of the country
as it is the second year of us effectively fighting the
deadly COVID-19 pandemic. We have emerged victorious
in dealing with such virus time and again owing to the
fast scaling of technology, healthcare facilities, and
vaccine related advancements among others. Carrying
forward the initiatives proposed in the budget by Finance
Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, this year too, focus was
laid on implementation and strengthening the already
existing system in place. Attention was brought on One
Health and to focus on the wellbeing of the nation. The
budget for this year also witnessed more than a 100%
increase from last year for building strong foundations
within the health systems. The health-care sector is
the most sought after sector that everyone is reliable
upon especially after the pandemic hit. Out of which,
medical research plays an integral role that shapes the
future course of action. All these steps lead the nation to
truthfully become an ‘AtmaNirbhar Bharat.’
The first step towards dealing with any pandemic

is through identification of gaps in infrastructural
capabilities, of the country and bridge them. As step
towards this, new establishments of the National Institute
of Virology across 4 regional areas were proposed. For
strengthening the Biosafety level-3 system, Mobile
Laboratories were set up in collaboration with Klenzaids,
a Mumbai based bio-safety equipment maker this
month which would make it possible to test samples at a
quicker turnaround time and help with on-site diagnosis.
It was hailed as a historic move as these laboratories are
airtight, access-controlled, bio-decontaminable and
easily accessible. Prof. (Dr.) Balram Bhargava, DG, ICMR
also released a ‘Made in India Technologies’ booklet
that highlights a compilation of the 45 technologies
developed by ICMR-NIV. This will inspire and encourage
current and future researchers and scientists to innovate.
These initiatives are not just limited to benefit the
population with COVID-19 but also with other future
epidemics or pandemics that the world can encounter
. These collective efforts will result in advancements of
the healthcare system.

Our Achievements
ICMR inaugurates
India’s first
Bio-Safety Level-3
mobile laboratory

EQAP study of Indian
RT-PCR testing labs
has shown satisfactory
performance
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Achievement

India’s first Bio-Safety Level-3 (BSL-3) mobile
laboratory inaugurated
n The country’s first BSL-3 mobile laboratory inaugurated in Nashik, Maharashtra
n The laboratory is built and designed by ICMR in collaboration with bio-safety

equipment maker Klenzaids
n Mobile BSL-3 will ensure prompt and on-site diagnosis, as well as a quick

turnaround time in reporting outbreaks.

I

ndian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) has fast tracked
the process of strengthening medical research infrastructure,
as a part of the Pradhan Mantri Ayushman Bharat Health
Infrastructure Mission. The first Bio-safety level-3 (BSL-3)
mobile laboratory was inaugurated in Nashik, Maharashtra.
The lab was inaugurated by Dr. Bharati Pawar, Union Minister of
State for Health and Family Welfare in the presence of Prof. (Dr.)
Balram Bhargava, Secretary, DHR & DG, ICMR on 18 February,
2022.
The laboratory is built and designed by the ICMR in collaboration
with Klenzaids, a Mumbai based bio-safety equipment
maker. The laboratory is airtight, access-controlled, biodecontaminable, fitted with safe change HEPA (High Efficiency
Particulate Absorbing) filtration and biological liquid waste
decontamination system. The lab is managed by an intelligent
control automation system, ensuring the environment is under
negative air pressure, supports equipment parameters, and
documents data.
Dr. Bharati Pawar, Union Minister of State for Health and Family
Welfare said, “This brand new Mobile BSL-3 laboratory is a valueadded addition to the Government’s efforts to strengthen the
healthcare infrastructure of the Nation. I am confident more
such labs will become operational soon in the country to
tackle emerging and reemerging infections and deal with
pandemic preparedness.” She

added that this lab is one of the finest examples of our resolve
for an AtmaNirbhar Bharat.
Prof. (Dr.) Balram Bhargava, Secretary, DHR & DG, ICMR,
remembered the outbreak of Nipah virus in Kerala and how
it was a task to constantly deliver samples to ICMR - National
Institute of Virology, Pune (NIV). “It was then felt that a
mobile laboratory could be of great help during outbreaks
of highly infectious pathogens. Such mobile laboratories can
be stationed at different regions of the country and can be
mobilised in case of sudden outbreaks.”
The need for such laboratories is more pronounced in India
and the neighbouring regions, with vast animal and human
population living in proximity. Existing infrastructure of BSL-3
laboratories is fixed and dependent on transporting samples
from near and far locations, often leading to delays in diagnosis.
In view of repeated outbreaks of highly infectious pathogens
like Nipah, Zika, Avian influenza and now COVID-19, it is critical
to be able to detect the emerging pandemics at a very early
stage to enable quick containment and preventing spread.
This mobile laboratory solves these obstacles and provides
top-notch facilities on wheels. This initiative, the first in South
Asia will help in assisting scientists in detecting the existence of
indigenous and other infectious bacterial organisms.
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ICMR/DHR Policy on Biomedical Innovation &
Entrepreneurship launched
n This Policy will ensure multi-disciplinary collaboration, promote start-up culture

and develop an innovation led ecosystem at Medical Institutes: Dr. Mansukh
Mandaviya
n This Policy resonates with the motto of Hon’ble Prime Minister to “Innovate,

Patent, Produce and prosper”
n Doctors and Medical professionals will be guided by this policy to undertake

innovation and research in healthcare sector

I

ndian Council of Medical Research
and Department of Health Research
(ICMR-DHR) has launched the policy on
Biomedical Innovation & Entrepreneurship
for Medical Professionals, Scientists and
Technologists. This policy is an important
step towards transforming India’s medical
colleges and hospitals into centres of
innovation and entrepreneurship. The
policy document was launched by Dr.
Mansukh Mandaviya, Union Minister of
Health and Family Welfare along with Dr.
Bharati Pravin Pawar, Minister of State for
Health and Family Welfare in presence of
Prof. (Dr.) Balram Bharagava, Secretary,
DHR and Director General, ICMR and other
dignitaries in New Delhi on 24th February
2022.

and foster entrepreneurship development &
Make-in-India product development for societal
benefit.

ICMR-DHR formulated this policy in
consultation with other Government
Department/
Ministries/Organizations
such as DPIIT, DST, WIPO, DSIR, AIIMS, and
IIT Delhi etc. As per the Policy, the medical
professionals/doctors at Medical, Dental,
Para-Medical Institutes/Colleges will be
encouraged to pursue entrepreneurial
ventures by forming start-up companies.
It is expected this policy will promote
interdisciplinary collaboration, innovation,
technology development, skill development

Acknowledging research and innovation as
primary pillars that propel any country towards
growth and development, Dr. Mansukh
Mandaviya, Union Minister of Health and Family
Welfare said, “Under the leadership and guidance
of Hon’ble Prime Minister, India has taken several
notable steps towards self reliance and selfsustenance, especially in vaccine development
during the pandemic period. I am very hopeful
that this Policy will motivate, incentivise and
give a fillip to all the stakeholders. It will promote
start-up culture and develop an innovation led
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“I am very hopeful that
this Policy will motivate,
incentivise and give a fillip
to all the stakeholders. It will
promote start-up culture
and develop an innovation
led ecosystem by promoting
Make-in India, Start-UpIndia and Atmanirbhar
Bharat initiatives of the
Government of India.”

“The policy will spur
entrepreneurship culture
at medical institutes at
the grass-root level, by
motivating each medical
professional in the
country and take forward
the commitment of this
Government for better
health services to citizens of
the nation.”

“It resonates with the
motto of our Hon’ble Prime
Minister to “Innovate,
Patent, Produce and
Prosper” I am very hopeful
that this policy will bring
about a paradigm shift
in the innovation and
entrepreneurship culture in
the country.”

Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya

Dr. Bharati Pravin Pawar

Prof (Dr.) Balram Bhargava

Union Minister
of Health and Family Welfare

Minister of State
for Health and Family Welfare

Secretary, DHR
and Director General, ICMR

ecosystem by promoting Make-in India, Start-Up-India
and Atmanirbhar Bharat initiatives of the Government of
India.”
Dr. Bharati Pravin Pawar, Minister of State for Health and
Family Welfare appreciated DHR and ICMR for bringing out
this policy document and stated “I strongly believe that
this Policy will create innovation and entrepreneurship
ecosystem at Medical Colleges/Institutes. Wider
dissemination and implementation of this policy will
catalyze biomedical innovation & entrepreneurship in the
country in line with Hon’ble Prime Minister’s vision of New
India.”
Prof. (Dr.) Balram Bhargava, Secretary, DHR and Director
General, ICMR said“This policy will be a game changer. It will
enable medical institutions to actively support their personnel
in contributing towards the innovation and entrepreneurial
ventures with the ultimate goal of positively impacting humanhealth & well-being. It resonates with the motto of our Hon’ble
Prime Minister to “Innovate, Patent, Produce and Prosper” I am
very hopeful that this policy will bring about a paradigm shift
in the innovation and entrepreneurship culture in the country.”
This policy explicitly states that doctors will be permitted to
undertake inter-institutional and industry projects alone or

through companies, license technologies to business entities
leading to commercialisation, revenue generation for selfsustenance and societal benefit. The medical professionals
are permitted to take-up sabbatical for translational and
marketaking of their innovation through their start-up set-up
following institute’s permission. It is expected that this policy
will connect the industry, technical institutions and promote
commercial translation of ideas and innovations in the health
sector.
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EQAP Study of Indian RT-PCR laboratories has
shown satisfactory performance
n Study titled “External quality assessment of COVID-19 real time reverse

transcription PCR laboratories in India” published in PLOS ONE journal
n Out of 953 laboratories 891 obtained above the cut-off EQA scores of 80% and

above
n Satisfactory performance of testing laboratories has boosted the confidence of

the public and policy makers in the quality of testing in India

T

he emergence and spread of COVID-19
pandemic had created a need for rapid
expansion of the COVID-19 laboratory
testing network across the country. This rapid
expansion warranted the need to have inbuilt
systems of quality control/quality assurance.
India implemented an External Quality Assurance
Program (EQAP) with assistance from World
Health Organization (WHO) and Royal College
of Pathologists, Australasia in addition to the
our own inter-laboratory quality control (ILQC)
system. The study conducted by professionals
from ICMR-National Institute of Virology, ICMRDivision of Biomedical Informatics, National
Institute of Mental Health and Neurosciences, and
WHO South East Asia Regional Office found that
almost 94% of laboratories showed a satisfactory
score.
A total of 953 laboratories were used as a sample for which
EQA results were analysed (388 governments & 565 private). In
the study 891 (93.4%) laboratories obtained above the cut-off
EQA scores of 80% and above. Whereas 7.9% of the laboratories
showed below the cut-off and need close follow-up on
improvement of quality. However, 250 (26.2%) laboratories
failed to detect the weak positive sample, the laboratories that
did detect the weak positive specimen in the PT panel, showed
high level of accuracy. This research article was published
in PLOS ONE journal, titled “External quality assessment of
COVID-19 real time reverse transcription PCR laboratories in
India.”
At the start of pandemic the number of laboratories jumped
from 1 in January 2020 to 2951 by September 2021. The

pandemic made everyone conscious of the existing testing
equipment, there was a dire need to accentuate the facilities
with the latest technology and laboratories. All private and
public laboratories worked tirelessly to increase testing
efficiency and capacities. To understand more about the kind
of testing program that was being conducted through the rRTPCR system, External Quality Assurance Program (EQAP) was
carried out by the institution through Proficiency Testing (PT).
The satisfactory performance of Indian COVID-19 testing
laboratories has boosted the confidence of the public and
policy makers in the quality of testing. The results ensured that
good quality rRT-PCR testing kits were being used. After EQAP
yielded positive results, it was decided to regularly implement
it which would result in the citizens becoming more trusting of
the existing testing capabilities in case of any future epidemics.
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ICMR-National Institute of Virology celebrated
its 70th Foundation Day
n Released booklet titled ‘Made in India Technologies’ that highlights a compilation

of the 45 technologies developed by ICMR-NIV
n Several scientists along with national award recipients were facilitated with

awards during the event
n In last 70 years technologies developed by ICMR-NIV have been transferred to

companies to be used on large scale

I

CMR-National Institute of Virology (ICMRNIV) has come a long way as it recently
celebrated its 70th Foundation Day on
4th February 2022. The event was graced
by the presence Prof. (Dr.) Balram Bhargava,
Secretary-DHR and DG-ICMR, Dr. Samiran
Panda, Additional Director General, ICMR
& Head-ECD, Sh. Rajeev Roy, Sr FA, ICMR,
Dr. Rajni Kant, Director, ICMR-RMRC GKP,
Dr. Priya Abraham, Director, ICMR-NIV & other
notable professionals. Dr. Sanjay Mehendale,
former Additional Director General, ICMR was
invited as the Chief Guest along with the Guest
of Honor, Dr. Pradeep Awate, Maharashtra
State Surveillance Officer.
To mark the event, Prof. (Dr.) Bhargava released a ‘Made in India
Technologies’ booklet that highlighted a compilation of the
45 technologies developed by ICMR-NIV. As per the booklet
many of the technologies developed by ICMR-NIV have been
transferred to biotech companies and are in the advanced
stages of large scale usage.
Dr. Bhargava reminded everyone of the successful
implementation of Anti SARS-CoV-2 human IgG ELISA
COVID KAVACH and stated how important ICMR-NIV is in the
armamentarium of ICMR. Dr Priya Abraham, Director ICMR-NIV
spoke about the pandemic response of the institute along with
their other contributions like racking the emerging variants,
vaccine-related studies, responses and transmission potential.
Dr. Awate went on to acknowledge the institute’s contribution
and how it impacts the entire state of Maharashtra, he also
mentioned the “outbreak response support and emphasized
on the help extended for molecular laboratory establishment
in Sindhu durg.

Everyone lauded the effort of the institute since its inception
in 1952 as a Virus Research Centre of Indian Council of Medical
Research and Rockefeller Foundation. In 1978, the institute was
renamed as National Institute of Virology (NIV). Time and again,
ICMR-NIV has proved to be a capable achiever when it comes to
medical research. It is a WHO collaborating centre for Arbovirus
Reference and Research along with being the National Centre
for Hepatitis and Influenza in the country.
On the foundation day several scientists along with national
award recipients were facilitated with awards during the
event including achiever awards in the field of administration,
engineering, scientific and other areas for their timeless
contribution and dedication towards the institution.

e-Samvaad

8

Azadi Ka

Amrit Mahotsav

Celebrating
111 years of
ICMR - History of
Institute

ICMR-National Institute of Cholera and Enteric Diseases

T

he Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) decided
to establish “Cholera Research Centre” in Calcutta in
1962 to research on the prevention and control of
cholera and other diarrhoeal diseases. The Centre initiated a
number of clinical trials for evaluation of newer therapeutic
methods, two cholera vaccine field trials in collaboration
with World Health Organization (WHO), Geneva, cholera
carriers, serological and chemoprophylaxis studies. With
the advancement in biotechnology, improved diagnostic
procedures and discovery of a large number of pathogenic
enteric micro-organisms during 1970s, this Centre also
expanded its activities and was renamed as ICMR-National
Institute of Cholera and Enteric Diseases (ICMR-NICED)
in 1979. In 2017, in pursuance with the recommendation
made by Performance Evaluation Committee (PEC), ICMR
Virus Unit (IVU) was merged with ICMR-NICED.
ICMR-NICED conducts research on acute diarrhoeal diseases
of diverse etiologies as well as on typhoid fever, infective
hepatitis and HIV/AIDS related epidemiological research
and screening. The Institute conducts research on these
diseases in both basic and applied aspects. Epidemiological
investigations of diarrhoeal diseases are carried out in
different parts of India. Antisera against Vibrio cholerae are
raised in this Institute and supplied to the national and
international laboratories.
Presently, specific monoclonal antiserum for detection
of Vibrio cholerae O139 strains have been developed and
are supplied to WHO (SEARO), New Delhi for distribution

to various national and international laboratories. As WHO
Phage Reference Center, this Institute receives a large
number of Vibrio cholerae strains from all over the world for
Phage typing.
The institute has successfully implemented projects which
have guided national policy. The successful interruption
of transmission of cholera at the level of families through
innovative point-of use intervention. A narrow neck water
storage vessel (locally termed sorai) was used for this
purpose. This innovation has been highlighted by the WHO
and has drawn attention of and been adapted by public
health professionals in and outside India.
In diarrhoeal disease control program, it emphasized on
use of Oral Rehydration Salt Solution (ORS) in all the tiers
of healthcare delivery in the country and use of innovative
means such as ‘home available fluid’ in management of
diarrhea. Regularly, the IVU laboratory act as an ARL of
NVBDCP, affords training for the detection of dengue, JEV
and chikungunya by ELISA method, to the pathologists,
microbiologists and the technicians from different states in
the Eastern part of India.
In future, ICMR-NICED aspires to identify enteric infections
and HIV genotypes of national health priority, initiate
appropriate multidisciplinary research (epidemiology,
bacteriology, virology, parasitology, clinical medicine,
immunology and molecular biology) to develop strategies
for treatment, control and prevention of enteric infections
and HIV/AIDS of national health priority.
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Celebrating
111 years of
ICMR - History of
Institute

ICMR- National Institute of Malaria Research

I

ndian Council of Medical Research - National Institute of
Malaria Research (ICMR-NIMR) is India’ premier institute with
a mandate to support national malaria control program
through basic applied and operational research aiming to
eliminate malaria from the country. The institute’s origin
can be traced back to 1970’s, when malaria had returned
on nationwide scale. This forced country to change malaria
eradication strategy to that of malaria control with a major
aim to reduce morbidity and mortality.
In India, the National Malaria Eradication Programme (NMEP)
(now renamed as National Vector Borne Disease Control
Programme) launched a revised malaria control strategy
known as the Modified Plan of Operation (MPO) in 1977. The
scientific community felt that a massive undertaking such
as NMEP could not accomplish the goals of malaria control
without a strong research support. In 1977, ICMR established
the Malaria Research Centre (MRC) in Delhi to conduct basic
and applied research and help develop trained man power.
The Malaria Research Centre was renamed as National
Institute of Malaria Research (NIMR) on 4 November 2005.
During the years, ICMR - NIMR has implemented many
major projects. Bio-environmental control of malaria, it
demonstrated control of malaria by using environment
friendly approach by source reduction and using biological
control agents for breeding and control of immature stages
of mosquitoes in different paradigms of malaria. Further, it
evaluated various diagnostic kits for malaria leading their
introduction in National Programme for rapid diagnosis
in difficult areas of the country and control of dengue and

chikungunya by controlling the Aedes breeding in key
containers in pre-monsoon season in one of the endemic
zone of Delhi.
The institute has contributions to various national policies
on controlling vector born disease. As member of Technical
Advisory Committee of Ministry of Health and Family Welfare,
all the policy decisions for evaluation or introduction of vector
control tools like long lasting nets, larvicides, and Insecticides
and insecticide management are taken in consultation
with ICMR-NIMR. The decision of introduction of new antimalarials in the National Programme (NVBDCP) was taken
in consultation with NIMR. Based on the research work,
larvivorous fish are being used by the national programme
for larval control throughout India particularly in Karnataka,
Gujarat and Maharashtra states.
ICMR-NIMR has got global recognition based on its landmark
research. The institute is recipient of two ICEMR (International
Centre for Excellence in Malaria Research) projects by National
Institute of Health USA. First was malaria in Southeast Asia
(MESA) and other one centre for the study of Complex Malaria
in India (CSCMi).
In future, ICMR-NIMR aims to continue providing solutions to
outstanding research questions so as to eliminate malaria from
India. The primary task of the Institute is to find short term as
well as long term solutions to the problems of malaria through
basic, applied and operational field research. The Institute
will also play a key role in man-power resource development
through trainings/workshops and transfer of technology.
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Union Minister of Health & Family Welfare visited
campus of ICMR-NIRRCH, Mumbai

U

nion Minister of Health
&
Family
Welfare
Dr. Mansukh Mandaviya
along with Union Minister of
State for Health & Family Welfare
Dr. Bharati Pravin Pawar visited
ICMR-National
Institute
for
Research in Reproductive and Child
Health, Mumbai on 19th February
2022.
Dr. Geetanjali Sachdeva, Director of
ICMR-NIRRCH and other scientists/
researchers of the institute
welcomed minister. Both ministers
discussed in detail various research
programs in place and other future
collaborations of the institutes. They
also visited the various laboratories
and the recently established
COVID-19 testing facility.
This visit of ministers was the first,
after the institute was renamed
National Institute for Research in
Reproductive and Child Health
(ICMR-NIRRCH) after its mandate
was expanded to include child
health. This step was taken to
expand the thematic areas and
include child health within the
research of the institute. Child and
reproductive health go hand in
hand, and looking both of them
together in a cohesive manner will
act as a more systematic approach.
Later in the month, the institute
celebrated its 52nd foundation day.
On this occasion, satyanarayana
pooja and aarti was organised.
Employees and ex-employees who
had completed 25 and 75 years
of service were felicitated. Best
research paper awards were given
to students who published original
research work.
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MOU signed between ICMR-VCRC and JIPMER for research
collaborations

A

Memorandum of Understanding was signed
between Indian Council of Medical Research-Vector
Control Research Centre (ICMR-VCRC) and Jawaharlal
Institute of Postgraduate Medical Education & Research
(JIPMER), Puducherry to foster research collaborations
and communication among the two leading research
institutions. Such associations help in maximizing collective
impact, widen the scope of research and help in bringing
about a real time positive change within the society.
ICMR-VCRC is one of the major research institutes dedicated
towards devising new and innovative strategies for
disease control especially vector borne diseases. The WHO
has designated the institute as a cooperating Centre for
Research and Training in Lymphatic Filariasis and Integrated
Vector Management. In addition to this, in the year 2000, the
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare of the Government of
India designated the Centre as one of India’s Institutes of
Excellence for Courses in Health Training.

Lecture series by ICMR-NIMR
and MERA India

I

CMR-National Institute of Malaria Research (NIMR)
hosted a lecture in collaboration with Malaria
Elimination Research Alliance India (MERA India) to
raise awareness and create a conversation around
the deadly disease of malaria. The lecture is a part
of the lecture series on Infectious Diseases and is
the 9th to be organised. The lecture on “Building
Pathogen Surveillance and Healthcare Preparedness
with Data and AI” was held on 21st February 2022,
the speaker for the lecture was Dr Tavpritesh Sethi,
Associate Professor, Dept of Computational Biology,
IIIT- Delhi, India.
Dr. Sethi talked in detail about the lessons and
takeaways from developing AI and Data based
applications for COVID-19 that may be utilised
in pathogen surveillance for Malaria and other
Infectious Diseases. The institute has previously
invited Professor Kamini Mendis, University of
Pennsylvania, USA; Professor D. Kwiatkowski,
Wellcome Sanger Institute, UK; Dr Gyanu
Lamichhane, John Hopkins University, USA among
other experts. ICMR-NIMR has been leading the
research in infectious diseases since 1977.

JIPMER was initially established by the French government
as Ecole de Medicine de Pondicherry in 1823. Apart from
being an educational and research institution, it is also a
hospital providing free specialty healthcare to all. They are
dedicated towards advancing knowledge via innovation
and development. In 2008, they were acknowledged as an
Institution of National Importance by the Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare, Government of India.

ICMR-NCDIR released a report
on World Cancer Day 2022
ICMR-National Centre for Disease Informatics and Research
released a report on, “Monitoring Survey of Cancer Risk Factors
and Health System Response in North East Region (NER) of India”
on World Cancer Day. This day is solely dedicated towards
raising awareness and devising ways for its prevention, early
detection and treatment.
According to the report North East region has been showing
an increase in their number of cases. The survey states, that
the high risk factors associated with cancer in the region are
excessive tobacco use, obesity, unprecedented alcohol use,
and limited access to proper healthcare facilities. India is ranked
third globally in terms of the number of cancer cases.
ICMR launched the National Cancer Registry Programme (NCRP)
in 1981, and it is currently being carried out at the National
Centre for Disease Informatics and Research (ICMR-NCDIR) in
Bengaluru through a nationwide network of cancer registries.
International Childhood Cancer Day is also observed on 15th
February every year to educate the masses, raise awareness,
strengthen healthcare mechanisms, and support treatment for
adolescent cancer patients and their families. As per the data
published in NCRP 2021, Childhood cancers comprise about
4% of the total reported cancer cases.
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Social Media

ICMR is available on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. For latest
update about COVID-19 and other medical research breakthroughs,
you can follow ICMR’s Official handles

e-Samvaad

13

Azadi Ka

Amrit Mahotsav

Image of the Month

Prof. (Dr.) Balram Bharagava, Secretary, DHR and Director General, ICMR inaugurated
ICMR’s stall at Mega Expo “Vigyan Sarvatra Pujyate” Science Week Celebration, 2022 held at
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, New Delhi from 22-28 Feb 2022. ICMR showcased its research
activities and achievements at the Mega Expo.
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Patron
Prof. (Dr.) Balram Bhargava
Secretary DHR and Director-General, ICMR

Communication Team
Dr. Rajni Kant
Director, ICMR-RMRC, Gorakhpur and Scientist G & Head, Research Management, Policy, Planning and Coordination

Dr. Lokesh Sharma
Scientist E, Social Media & Media Coordinator, Communications Unit
Biomedical Informatics Division

Dr. Enna Dogra Gupta
Scientist C, Content Coordinator, Communications Unit
Research Management, Policy, Planning and Coordination

Dr. Priya Gaur
Scientist C, Content Coordinator, Communications Unit
Research Management, Policy, Planning and Coordination

Supported by:
Aakhya India (Media Consultant to ICMR)
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